
VU Research Portal

Emulating China: Representation of China and the Contemporary Critique of Indonesia

Herlijanto, J.

2013

document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in VU Research Portal

citation for published version (APA)
Herlijanto, J. (2013). Emulating China: Representation of China and the Contemporary Critique of Indonesia.
[PhD-Thesis – Research external, graduation internal, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam].

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl

Download date: 23. May. 2023

https://research.vu.nl/en/publications/969432ad-d605-4355-960c-c7534802b954


vii 
 

  

Abstract 

This thesis is about the ways in which China is 
represented in certain contemporary popular discourses 
in Indonesia. I argue that the ways in which current 
developments in China are perceived in Indonesia are 
deeply related to how people see their own nation. 
Instead of viewing representations of China merely as 
the result of China’s soft power diplomacy, this thesis 
sees today’s enthusiasm for China as a reflection of 
grievances about the current condition of Indonesia and 
people’s hope for a better future. 

Indonesians use ‘China’ to offer ideas for their 
nation’s future while criticizing the contemporary state 
of the government, work ethic, religiosity, and the 
position of Chinese Indonesians.  This tendency stands in 
stark contrast with the previous way of understanding 
China in which China was seen as a less developed 
country and pictured as a communist threat to 
Indonesia’s national security. Today, only a few 
remnants of this image remain amid novel 
representations emphasizing China’s economic 
development, its global power, its religiosity, and its 
friendliness.  

The thesis attempts to understand how and in 
which contexts this changing representation of China is 
taking place by drawing on interviews with Indonesian 
academics, businessmen, religious leaders, and 
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journalists. It also includes analyses of the recent flurry 
of written materials on China available in bookstores 
and on the Internet throughout Indonesia. Drawing on 
these data, the thesis shows how the representation of 
China fits into the concerns raised by different groups of 
people.  


